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The Eleven Sunday in Ordinary Time
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THANKS BE TO GOD!

Last Monday, the provincial government announced revisions to the
“Roadmap for Reopening” as they relate to places of worship. The up-
dated measures will result in places of worship opening at 15% capaci-
ty in Step 1 and 25% capacity in Step 2. We are grateful to the govern-
ment for these amendments.

Step 1 of the provincial reopening plan will begin on Friday, June
11th, 2021

o Weekday Mass starts on Friday, June 11th at 7:00pm—The
Feast of the Sacred Heart. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
at 6:00pm-6:45pm

. Sunday Masses—Regular Schedules
. Live streaming - 12:00pm and 5:00pm (Filipino) Masses
. Personal Prayer— Tuesday-Saturday from 9:00am-12:00 Noon

Please ensure that all WorshipSafe guidelines are followed. The
faithful are reminded not to congregate in large numbers in or
around the church before or after services.
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Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mark 4:26-34

The reign of God is like a mustard seed.

After Lent, the Easter season, and
three Sundays of feast days—
Pentecost, Most Holy Trinity, and
Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ—the Church returns to
Ordinary Time. This Sunday’s
Gospel from Mark carries a
significant message regarding faith
and the Kingdom of God.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus appears
reluctant to reveal his identity as the Son of God. After
performing miracles of healing, he warns those cured to tell no
one (see Mark 1:44, 3:12, 5:43, 7:36, and 8:26). Also, when
preaching, Jesus chooses to speak to the crowds in parables,
leaving them to discern his message. Only to his disciples does
he explain the parable’s meaning, and he does this in private at a
later time.

Today’s Gospel Reading consists of two parables about seeds.
In the first, Jesus tells those gathered that this is “how it is with
the kingdom of God.” A man scatters seed which over time
sprouts and develops. Then when the grain is ripe, the man
harvests his crop. The emphasis in the parable is on the seed,
which seemingly has the power to grow on its own. In this it is
like the Kingdom of God. While on earth, Jesus planted the
seeds of the kingdom by his life, miracles, teaching, and
suffering. However, the kingdom is not yet fully established.
Although already present in Jesus and his group of twelve, it has
yet to come to fruition; just as the seed in the parable needs time
to grow, so does God’s kingdom.

The second parable focuses on the tiny mustard seed. Though
not the smallest of all seeds, it is most likely the smallest that a
first-century farmer in Jesus’ part of the world would have
sown. Small as the mustard seed is, it develops into a tree.
Though the mustard tree generally averages only nine to twelve
feet in height, it has a wide expanse and provides a nesting place
for birds. Just as the tree welcomes the birds, so is God’s
kingdom welcoming and open to many.

These parables help us discern something about the kingdom of
God and our own faith. In God we live and move and have our
being, but God is a mystery and his kingdom, though present,
has not yet come into its fullness. Today, the Kingdom of God
is present in the Church. The mission of proclaiming the Good
News of the Kingdom given to the Apostles is now given to us.
But just as seeds need time to come to fruition, so does the
Kingdom of God. That is why in the Lord’s Prayer, we pray,
“thy kingdom come.” We know that it will come in its fullness
at the end of time. All we need is faith.

Prayer in Time of COVID

Gracious God, you who are the author ofall life,
and who desire the well-being of all people,
during these dark days of COVID-19,
increase in us respect and reverence for all human life.

Grant restored health to the sick,
comfort and hope to the dying,
eternal peace for those who have died,
strength to family members, relatives, clergy,
friends and volunteers,
renewed energy to hospital workers,
PSWs, nurses and doctors,
and perseverance toallin the health care professions.

Grant wisdom to scientists for the development
of effective and moral vaccines,
discernment and right judgment for legislators,
aid to the discouraged, poor and vulnerable,
courage and justice for front-line workers
and all who risk their lives for the benefit of others,
and keep always in our minds the vision
of the true common good of all the world.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer by Bishop Robert Kasun, CSB
Auxiliary Bishop, Central Region, Archdiocese of Toronto
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DONATION ONLINE: Consider switching

your support of the parish to Pre-Authorized Giving (PAG
forms are available in the parish office and through parish
website) or credit card, or single monthly donation through
the “DONATE now” button at : www.archtoronto.org.
Please call the parish office for information at 416-787-
4547.
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Living the Gospel by providing for those in need

“Without you, SharelLife could not fulfill its mission to live the
Gospel by providing for those in need. Together we are mak-
ing a real difference! My prayer is that we may continue to
respond to God's love by going forth from ourselves to seek
the good of others.”

— Cardinal Thomas Collins

Our parish goal for this year's campaign is $25,000. Thus far
we have received $6,572.85. We encourage you to donate at
the parish or online at sharelife.org.

Monthly Pre-Authorized Giving (PAG) is a convenient way to
spread your ShareLife contribution throughout the year. To
enroll, please fill out a ShareLife envelope at your parish or
contact SharelLife at slife@archtoronto.org or 416-934-3411.
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